414      Truth on the Tragedy of France
Gordien. The Emperor Maximin, against whom this
election was made, assembled his troops and said to them :
"The Africans have elected an old man more fitted for
the tomb than for the throne."
Marshal, you have lived too long. The tomb would have
taken from you the pitiful dictatorship exercised under your
aegis, but it would have spared your name the degrading
renown which your visit to Hitler and your acquiescence
in his law will inflict upon it in the history of France.
And you, Pierre Laval, remember what was said to you
by a man who, you have admitted, has always retained
his forthright speech in talking to you as to all the others :
" Pierre Laval, it is the wish to be, in your turn, a Fiihrer,
a Duce, like Hitler, like Mussolini, which has brought you
along the road you follow. Since you could not be dictator
of a victorious country, you would be dictator of a conquered
one ! Since you thought yourself more likely to be one by
co-operating in the victory of the conqueror, you did not wish
to leave France the chance of a British victory, you shackled
her fortunes to the fortunes of the enemy. . . . You
wanted to be Pierre Laval the First of a mangled France !
" However cunning you may have contrived to be in
politics, you acted like a madman who has neither philosophy
nor history in his head. I am going to tell you something :
Tyranny may follow upon the glory of battles, or establish
itself by preaching revenge, or win its place in civil war.
But it has never had humiliation and shame for its
mounting-post.
" If, for the misfortune of France, the men you have
chosen for masters won the day, they would not recall
you. If, as it is my firm hope, they are finally
broken. . . , Pierre Laval! . . . Look at yourself! I
have been told that you bear the mark of fatality 1 "
I am no Public Prosecutor to call for such-and-such a
sentence against this man or that and, even if I were,
what is the penalty which could satisfy the most holy of
vengeances? All-pervading justice, if it does not sever